[Treatment with percutaneous transluminal angioplasty of the popliteal and crural arteries].
The role and benefit of percutaneous transluminal angioplasty (PTA) for treatment of arteriosclerotic lesions in the crural arteries has been controversial. The purpose of this study was to review our experience. 88 patients were treated with PTA for stenoses and/or occlusions of the popliteal or crural arteries. The indications were disabling claudication in 23, acute ischaemia in 6, and chronic critical ischaemia in 59. Mean age was 75 (46-99), with 32 patients above 80 years of age. The majority had PTA of multiple lesions. Crural arteries were treated in 54 patients (61 %). Technical success was obtained in 111 out of 127 procedures (87%). In patients with claudication there was a clinical success rate of 90%. In chronic critical ischaemia, 30 of 43 treated extremities were preserved after 12 months (70%). Major complications were seen in 3 out of 127 procedures (2.4%). Technically successful PTA is possible in the majority of patients, with few complications. Clinical success can be achieved in patients with high age and advanced arteriosclerosis. Patient selection and cooperation between the vascular surgeon and the radiologist is crucial. :